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SUBJECT: DIEGO GARCIA: RAMGOOLAM ON ILOIS RESETTLEMENT 

1. MAURITIAN PRIME MINISTER RAMGOOLAM MET WITH FCO 
MINISTER OF STATE DAVID ENNALS SEPTEMBER 24 TO DISCUSS 
SEVERAL BILATERAL MATTERS INCLUDING QUESTION OF RE- 
SETTLEMENT OF ILOIS FROM DIEGO GARCIA. RAMGOOLAM BLAMED 
THE PRESS FOR EXAGGERATING A PROBLEM BEYOND ITS RIGHTFUL 
PROPORTIONS. HE ASSERTED THAT THE MAURITIAN GOVERNMENT 
HAD ALWAYS INTENDED TO USE THE 650,000 POUNDS PROVIDED 
BY HMG FOR A RESETTLEMENT SCHEME, BUT THE ILOIS THEM- 
SELVES WERE THOROUGHLY UNINTERESTED IN ANY PROGRAM AND 
ILL SUITED FOR MOST OCCUPATIONS. HE CLAIMED HIS GOVERN- 
MENT, IN FACE OF ILOIS INDOLENCE, HAD SIMPLY SUSTAINED 
THE GROUP ON THE DOLE. RAMGOOLAM CLAIMS THE RESETTLEMENT 
FUND REMAINS INTACT AND AVAILABLE FOR ANY NEW PROGRAM. 

AT THIS STAGE, THE PRIME MINISTER HINTED THAT DUE TO IN- 
FLATION AND THE RECENT CYCLONE, THE FUND COULD NOW PROVE 
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THE INITIAL DONATION A FULL AND FINAL PAYMENT. RAMGOOLAM 
SLIGHTLY CRESTFALLEN, DID NOT PURSUE THE QUESTION. HE 
DID SAY HIS GOVERNMENT WAS PRESENTLY WORKING ON A NEW 
RESETTLEMENT SCHEME AND WOULD APPRECIATE THE HELP OF A 
BRITISH ADVISER. ENNALS AGREED IN PRINCIPLE. 

2. ACCORDING TO FCO SOURCE, DIEGO GARCIA TOOK SURPRISING- 
LY LITTLE TIME IN THE DISCUSSION. 

RICHARDSON 
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